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SOURCE

Badlo Listening Habitgs

1. Source listened to the radio nearly every evening, usually to the BBC German-language '

news broadcast on the short~wave band at eight o'clock Polish time, He had formerly S
listened to RIAS, but since the summer of 1954 the jamming had been so heavy that he

could no longer hear it, VOA wae also so heevily jammed that he rarely heard it,

Although he spoke excellent Pollgh, he did not usually listen to Polish=language news
broadeasts. The Comminist broadcasts did not interest him, and the Polish-language
transmissions from the West were generally too jammed to be heard well. Nevertheless, .
whenever something of particular interest such as & Great Powers' conference was tak- [
ing place,he often got up early in the morning to tune in RFE's Polish broadcasts. S
RFE wag very heavily jammed at night. but eould be heard well enough from five to seven

each morning, He thought this was because the Communist monitors chose this time to

record what was being broadcast from the West. It was also his experience that jam-

ming of RFE was often fairly light on Sundey mornings. The West German middle~wave

statlons were jammed in Poland. but could generally be heard well enough late in the

evening,
\

2. Source occasionally heard Poligh-language short-wave broadcasts from Ankara and Paris,
but did not care for them as they gave too little news of Poland, He also sometimes

heard Polish-language broadcasts from Madrid on the short~-wave

band, The transmissions

from Medrid were heavily jammed ; but were fairly popular in Poland (at least he liked
them) because Madrid often criticized the weakness of the western governments' policies

toward the USSR,
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3. Source had no particular criticisms to make about the contents of western broadcasts,
He did say, however, that reports of strikes in the western countries genérally had
an anti-Communist effect in Poland,  despite the fact that the Communists often pre-
tended that the strikers were led by western Communists. When workers in Poland
heard of strikes in the West, they asked themselves, "Why can't we strike too to .
better our lives?" 4

Heactions to Defection of Swlatlo:

4. Source never talked about Swiatla's defection with Party members, but he was certain
that the defection caused great satisfaction to nearly everyone in Poland, For a few
days after the escape was announced, there were many more smiling faces to be seen in
Poland than for a long time, though the smiles were more ones of Schadenfreuds at the
embarragsment of the Communists than of resl happiness. Source supposed that the
later removal of the Minister of Stste Security was probably a result of Swiatlo's
escape. He did not think, however, that such shake-ups .of govermment offices had
much effect on peoples' political outlook, Since regular purges were seen &s an in~
herent feature of Communist rule, an occasional reorganization of even a key office

wa.s not taken as any sign that life would be either better or worse in the future,
' 50X1

5. BSource read Swiatlo's booklet,"ﬁﬁ_&ulwpmmm"‘
He was enthusiastic in his praise of it, Everything in it rang completely true. It
was in every respect a masterpiece of its kind, He could think of nothing in i1t which
should have been left out, The only suggestion he made was that people in the prov-
inces would also have been greatly interested in reading of cases of the abuse of
power by local police offieials, though he supposed that details of such cases might
actually not be known to officials in Warsaw,

5. Source said that there were probably not more than five per cent convinced Communists
~ among the present population of Upper Silesia, The overwhelming majority of both
Poles and ethnic Germans there was strongly anti-Communist. . He did not believe that
the Communists were gaining followers, except poseibly among the very young, but this
did not mean that pro-western attitudes were remaining unchanged. In his view, there
had been a great growth of political passivity in recent years, what source called
an Abstumpfung ot poiitical intnrests. People were so depressed by the hopelessness
of their situation that they had lost interest and faith in the West and in America,
Source traced this deadening of interests perticularly to the widespread disillusion-
ment in Poland after the election of President Elgenhower. Many people in Poland had
thought that the victory of the Republican administration would somehow bring their
liberation nearer. When they saw that this was not the cags, thelr despair was even
greater than it had been before, '« & - '

o Though the above remarks applied 8 of both Poles and ethnic Germans, 50X1
source, [ wae best able to talk about the pol- !
itical vrews Or the native Upper Silesians., It was his opinion, that the question of
German-Polish relations in Upper Silesia, after Communism had been overthrown, would
best be solved by a plebiscite of native Upper Silesians, He thought post~war Polish N
immigrants should be excluded from the voting. The plebiscite could then determine ‘
whether the natives wished the territory to remain a part of Poland, to be given to :
Germany, or to become an independent political entity like Switzerland, In the present
state of Upper Silesian political opinion, he thought that such a plebiscite would
show about 60 per cent of the vote for independence, from 20 to 30 per cent for union
with Germany, and not more than five or ten per cent for continuation of the Polish
connection, If the native Silesian voters had to choose only between Poland or Ger—
many, however, he estimated that 90 per cent would favor union with Germany,

Source sald that relations between the German-speaking (he would call themr8llesian—speak-
ing) inhabitants of Upper Silesia and the Poles were not as bad now as they were in
the first years after the war, This was because some of the digerimination against

CONF IDENT IAL .

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/20 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500100001-4



| [Nah'4d .
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/20 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500100001-4

carmery ]
-3 -
- 50X1

the native Silesians, which had been a feature of the first post~war years, had been

done away with., Nevertheless, the au g 8till favored the Poles in the allocation
of office jobs, In the for example, four-fifths of the approxi-
mately 7,000 manual wor Ve esians but fewer than a quarter of the 1,300

or more office workers were native Silesians,

9. Source did not know what proportion of the present population of Upper Silesia con-
sisted of post~war Polish immigrants, He believed that in the villages and on the
farms practicelly all of the inhabitants were natives, but the cities were largely ‘
Polish. Probably, therefore, there were now more Poles in Upper Silesia than native
Silesians, Source believed that if Commnism were overthrown, most of these Poles
would voluntarily choose to return to central Poland or to the territory which might
Le regained from the Soviet Union, As evidence of thls, he cited the appearance in
Polish newspapers, at times when international tension is particularly high, of adver—
tisements offering to exchange, for example, a villa in Wroclaw for a flat in Krakow,
A great many of the Poles who had come to Silesia had done so because, in the first
years after the war, Silesia was something of a Klondike for them, Now, when oppor-
tunities in Silesia were no better than elsewhers in Poland, the private Poles there
were less interested in the area. The native Upper Silesians approved of United
States support for West German rearmament. The Poles of source's acquaintance ac-
cepted 1t, but not enthusiastically. For the Poles, Communism and German rearmament
were both evils, but as Communiem was so much greater an evil, German rearmament was
accepted as something which might eventually contribute to the liberation of Poland
from Boviét: rule. The argumenti that German rearmament might bring war nearer was
not of much importance, A great many people felt that, since no peaceful solution
of their problem was in sight, even war would be better than an indefinite continuation
of. Communist tyranny, : 50X1

' | but he was certain that the changes

0 Moscow left people in Poland indifferent. For the Poles, it made no difference
who was running the government in Mogoow. ' Nobody expected internal changes in the
Soviet Union to make 1ife any better for the peopled Poland or even for the peopls
of Russia, for that matter. The United States was thought to be stronger than the
USSR but the Soviet possession of the hydrogen bomb was seen as evening up the forces
of the two powers. People supposed that the lgsue would eventually have to be settled
by a war, They did not think the war very likely within the next few Yyears, as the
Soviet Union was probably not yet ready for it, but come it would, There was, there-
fore, a general feeling that time was on the slde of the ' Soviets, a feeling which
increased the dissatisfaction felt in Poland toward America‘s foreign policy, '"What
is America walting for?" was a commonly heard remark.

Hooliganlsm and Youth Attiindes:

1. Source did not have much direct and intimate contact with young people. He tended to
be pessimistic about the influence of Communist propaganda on the young people, but
admitted that to date the young people were still overwhelmingly anti-Commnist, In
some respects, indeed, the youth was more actively anti-Communist than the older gen=
eration, Young people were not quite =0 resigned to the hopelessnesa of their sit-
uation as the older people were, In source's opinion, however, this was only becauge
the young people saw things more superficially than did their elders,

-0,

w

- Hooliganigm, used as a general term for drunkenness and disorderly behaviour in
public, was a serious problem - but not one which the public felt very strongly about.
People generally recognized that hooliganism was 2 result of the Communist social
and economic situation, Life in Poland was dull and disagreeable, Drinking made it
less so. The public also tolersted hooliganism because everyone knew that youth had
to sow its wild oate. . .

» As for the so-called hooligans themselves, source did not think that their behaviour
was polltically motivated. Doubtless some were aware that the wearing of supposedly
western-style clothing was an indirect form of politiesl demonstration, but many more
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were probably mainly interested in impressing their girl friends, Source did not
think that juvenile delinquency was increasing, but it was not being reduced either.
he saw little difference in the be~
haviour of young workers and old, The rate of absenteeism was about the same for

all age groups, The amount of thievery practiced by young workers was the same as
that practiced by the older, He did not think that there was, as yet, any significant
group of "gilded youth” in Poland responsible for a disproportionate share of juve-
nile misbehaviour.

Religion

Source was pessimistic about the outlook for religion-itiPoland,: Theé triumph of .the
Communists had shattered the religious beliefs of many people, not so much &8s a result
of Commnist propaganda as a consequence. of the evident victory for the frces of

evil represented by Communigt rule. More people went to church now, but this was
more as a political protest against Communism than because more people had become
really religious., The clergy tended each year to become more passive and submissive,
The Communists were not winning over the clergy anymore than they were winning over
any substantial part of the population. They were succeeding, however, in changing
the clergy into only another malleable instrument for the diffusion of Communist

50X1

propaganda on such selected themes as the need for peace, obedience to the civil 50X1

authorities, and the like. Source, | , based his conclusions
on discussions he had had with & brother-in-law who had worked in a provincial

government office concerned wlth organizing district meetings of the prieets. These
meetings were held every itwo or three weeks and were used by Party officials to lay
down the general lines which had to be followed in sermons on the following Sundays,

Econonmde Planning Frioritles:

50X1

but he recalled that the 1954 plan for the works had called for processing some . -:
160,000 tons of steel. As of the end of September, 119,000 tons had been worked.
Preliminary work on the plan for 1955 was started in September 1954. The factory's
version of the plan, providing for an increase in output with existing equipment

and manpower of only three per cent over the 1954 plan figure, wes sent to Warsaw

at the end of October 1954, At the end of November 1954, this document wae dis-
approved by the Ministry and returned to the plant with instructions to revise it
upwards to provide for an increase in output of up to 15 per cent with the same
equipment and manpower, When the factory management replied that this was impossible,
the Minletry insisted that, if proper account were taken of technical progress, some
slzeable inorease in production should neveriheless be possible. [ |

the question had not been finally resolved,

but 1t was certain that the protests of the factory director and his technical staff
would be overruled, Ths final figure mpoken of for increased output in 1955 was on
the order of eight or ten per ocent above the 1954 plan.

L6,

70

the government's efforts to divert labor to agriculture had
never been very serious. | there

was a campaign to persuade workers with farming backgrounds to transfer to the

State Farms, but of the approximately 8,400 employees at the works, fewer than 20
workmen made the shift. The campaign failed because, in source’s opinion, the organ—
ization section of the plant did 1ittle or nothing to help it succeed. The whole
eé&gn was left to the unassiasted and amateurish efforts of the youth organization

\ , a similar but more earnest effort was made to obtain labor for
the mines, Party activists, working quietly by approaching individuals instead of
making public speeches, managed to persuade some twenty or thirty employees of the

\to take jobs in the coal mines, and to oblige another 170 or 180

to accept such transfers. The factory planned to send a recruiting team to eastern
Poland to obtain unskilled farm labor as replacements for the men shifted to the mines.
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18, Source said that hardly anyone in Poland had any expectation that living conditions
would improve in the next years, At the beginning of the present Six-Year-Plan in
1949-50, there had been some hope that the standard of living would eventually rise,
but eince 1952 moat people have taken it for granted that Communist promises about
a better standard of living were as worthless as Communist promises on other subjects.
The occasional price cuts were & fraud, and generally recognized as such, Prices 50X1
were cut in public, and later raised in silence., In the for example, 50X1

|several dozen cans of fruit
preserves, The grocery had received word that the prices for these would be increased
the next day. Such price raises for one item or another were an almost weekly happen-
ing in the store, | | For this reason, source believed that the stan- 50X
dard of living at the wag actually lower than it had been a year earlier.
Moreover, the decline was continuing, 50x1

19, The talk about increasing the output of consumers' goods had not been very seriously ;v
meant, | lan order was received
from the Ministry of Metallurgy to set up a separate depariment to manufacture small
metal items such as knives, sciseors, and the like on a side-line basls, This was to j5ox¢
have begun | |thereupon wrote to
Warsaw to agk if he would receive financial assistance in getting this production
under way and if he would be allocated additional labor. The Ministry replied that no
approval would be given for hiring additional employees, and that no help would be
advanced to finance the initial stages of such production, Labor should be obtained
from the other departments of the works, and the new production should be financed
out of the existing worke' budget until it became self-supporting, the Ministry stated.
8ince the Ministry's original instruction had said nothing about which items showld :
be manufactured, or how large the separate department should be, the officlals in
the factory concluded that Warsaw was not really in easrnest in issuing instructions
for this side-line consumers' goods production. This was the end.of the discussion -
of plans for setting up a special depariment for the output of consumers' goods. 50X1 .

20, There had, of course, always been a amall amount of side~line production of consumers'
goods , but even this had inereased little in the last two

years., Engineers in the factory designed and made a very attractive, esmall, many- ;.4

bladed, pocket knife in the for possible manufacture as a side-line S0X1
item, The factory director, | had asked the provincisl author- :
ities in Stalinogrod (Katowlce) at what price the knife should be mold. The factory

had proposed to sell the knife for about 15 zlotys, and thought that 1t could be

retailed for 20 zlotys, The provincial officiels said the knife should retail for 50X1
at least 50 zlotys. | __the works director had refused to pro-

duce the knife unless more of the profit would go to the factory instead of to the

retail trading organization., Since the provincial officials had not given in, no

knives were being made, Source added, however, that this particular difficulty may

have been the result of bad blood which existed for quite some time between the works .
director and the Party authorities in Stelinogrod. The latter had written some erit- .,y
icism of Farnik in the loecal _|but ag Farnik had the

strong support of the Minister for Metallurgy, Eng. Klejstut Zemajtis, in Warsaw, he

had held his own in the fight,

21, Ideological considerations prevented the Communists from making any significant con-
cesslions to private enterprise, despite the economic need for such concessions. In 50X1
the | for example, the Stats Investment Bank at Stalinogrod sent a ‘
report to yarsaw stating that the state trading organizetions in the province would
not be able to supply all of the consiumers’ goods needed in the province. The bank
suggested that the situstion might be alleviated if more small private shops were
allowed to reopen and to deal in the scarce items, in particular in slectrical goods
(plugs, cords, and the like). The suggestlon, carefully phrased to eliminate suspi-
cions that its proponents were ideological backsliders, was that some 750 retail shops
should be allowed to reopen in the province. Source did not know how this number
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compared to the total of private shops $till in existence, but said that in the

county of Stalinogrod the proposal had been that 200 shops be opened alongside an 1
existing total of from 100 to 150 private shops, The bank officials who put forward

the scheme did not ask themselves where such newly -opened shops would obtain the

supplies they would sell, but more or less took it for granted that private initi-

ative would find sources of supply the state could not reach, War etoed t
proposal, |

50X1 50X
Wage Levelg:

: ‘ \

In the| 50X1
per month. Taxes and other compulsory deductions took about one hundred zlotys per
month, In the| | his gross earnings amounted to a little over

|per month, and his net to about 1,800, His base pay in the

but there was a 100 per cent premium on top of this whenever

the tonnage output of the plant was 100 per cent of the plan. The premium was smaller

if the output was lower. If production was less than 90 per cent of plan, no premium

at all was paid., In addition to the premium, there was an allowance -during the win-

ter of 135 zlotys per month in lieu of a special coal ration. Seventy per cent of

the clarical workers racaivad tha nremia on the grounds that they were technicians,
The clerical employees who did not receive the

premla were thus the worst-paid workers in the plant even though thelr base pay rates

tended to be higher than those of the production workers. All of the latter received

e premium, though the size of the premium depended on their qualifications, Unskilled

productlon workers were limited to a maximum premium of 75 per cent of the base pay.

According to a new wage law of \ \ premia would be ocut in

the future by linking their size 1o the financial Fesults of the factory's operations

as well as, or perhaps instead of, to the physical output results, It was s&iid that
this would also be applied to the wages of the clerical staff, l.e., to the non-
production workers. It was suggested that if they felt dlscriminated against they

had the remedv of transferring to productive work, All of this amounted to a out in
wages, since ''e ralsing of the output figures in|~ ~~ | made it less likely 50X1
that the same jercentage premia could be earned under the new plen ag had been pos~

sible under tie previous one, '

Source was not familiar with detsils on the wages or living standards of other
groups in the country. He was sure that the high Party leaders in Warsaw lived
very well, but Party leaders elsewhere were not nearly so well off., City people
complained that the peasante were better off than townspeople, but source did not
think that thie was necessarily true. The only firm generalization he cared to
make was that white-collar workers were very poorly off indeed. :

Sabotage and Thaft in Polish Induatry: .

Source thought that there was hardly any sabotage now being practiced in Poland.

There were frequent accidents and break-downs | | which 50X1
the police almost always investigated to determine whether sabotage may have been
present; but he never saw any proof that sabotage had actually been practiced. The
securlty officlals always tried to find someone to blame whenever anything went

wrong, but the local plant officials generally tried to protect their employees, if
necegsary by shifting the blame for an accident to faulty equipment supplied by

another factory. Source had the impression that since the !—Bﬁ,hs police 50X1:
themselves had made fewer arrests in such cases than formerly, \ | 50X1
| there were no cases in which techniclans were arrested. Occasionally

& workuan would come to work drunk, woild start a fight with a foreman, and would
thereafter disappear, presumably into the custody of the police.

At all stages of production, however, there reigned what source called "unlimited
carelessness" (grenzenlose Nachlaessigkeit), Nobody cared what happened to a
machine or a product so long as he could not be held personally responsible for its
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loss, Nor'djd anybddy:care how much state property was stolen, so that losses from 50X1
thefts were enormous. As an example of this, source cited the disappearance in one

day | f some 50 kilograms of a 500 kilogram consignment of copper

the | | bad just received for processing from another factory. The 50X1
thieves were never found, though it was evident to everyone that probably all of the
workers handling the metal had shared in the filehing of the copper. Such stolen

metal was usually sold by the workmen (directly or through middlemen) to private
craftemen and others who made small metal objects at home in their spare time, This
form of non-political "economic sabotage” was so well-organized i e small team

of three or four workmen on the night shift made a regualr50X1
practice of producing and smuggling out of the factory for resale to middlemen large
quantities of small metal magnets to be used in electric guitars. In this ingtance,

it was even possible that another state enterprise, the one making guitars, was the
eventual purchaser of the illegally produced magnets, The authoritles made great
efforts to suppress such thievery, but the traffic was so profitable; and sc many 50X1
people toock part in it, that there was perhaps more thievery now than ever before.
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